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Dictionary of Political Economy. Edited by R. H. Inglis 
Palgrave, F.R.S. First Part. London and New York, Macmillan 
& Co., 1891. — 8vo, 128 pp. 

The first instalment of this long-announced publication has finally 
appeared. France, Germany and Italy have for many years had their 
dictionaries and encyclopaedias of political economy, but in England 
there has never been a similar work, with the exception of the rather 
unsuccessful effort of Mr. Macleod many years ago. The amiable 
editor of the present undertaking, Mr. Inglis Palgrave, is well known 
to economic students as the author of several works on banking and 
local finance, and he has spared neither time nor money in his efforts 
to collect articles from representative writers abroad as well as in Great 
Britain. Accordingly we find in the list of contributors not only all the 
well-known names of contemporary English economists, but also a goodly 
number from the United States and a few from the continental countries 
of Europe. The editor himself has been of indefatigable industry. 
Several of the chief articles in the present instalment — like that on 
Banking — as well as many of the bibliographical notices are from his 
pen. 

To judge from the part thus far published, the dictionary will pay less 
attention to the more recondite problems of pure economic theory than 
to the discussion of practical questions and the history and present 
state of economic phenomena. The articles are with few exceptions 
very brief, but they will be none the less welcome on that account. 
They all have the merit of being brought down to date, and most of 
them contain short bibliographies. Only a few errors have been noted, 
as e.g. when an article by the present reviewer is noted on page 4 
as appearing in the "Journal of Political Science" instead of in the 
Political Science Quarterly. The dictionary will be published in 
about twelve or fourteen parts of 128 pages each, to appear at intervals 
of three months. The whole work seems to be thoroughly unpartisan 
and scientific. It will undoubtedly fill a conspicuous gap in English 
economic literature. 

E. R. A. S. 

Revue Sociale et Politique, Publiee par la Soci&e des Etudes 
Sociales et Politiques. Bruxelles, Au Siege de la Societe, 1891. 
Volume I, Numbers 1-5. 

Still another quarterly devoted to political science has just been 
undertaken, this time in Belgium. In 1862, at the instigation of Lord 
Brougham in England, and of Michel Chevalier and Gamier Pages 
in France, an " International Association for the Progress of the Social 
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Sciences " was founded in Belgium. Four meetings were held, at 
Brussels, Ghent, Amsterdam and Bern, from 1862 to 1865. But 
owing to the international political complications of 1866 no further 
meeting took place and the society practically died. It was with a 
view to resurrect the old association that a few of the surviving mem- 
bers decided to found in 1890 the " Society of Social and Political 
Studies," whose object is simply to investigate and discuss. It has no 
dogma or doctrines to propagate, save those of scientific investigation. 

The first number of the new review, which is edited by the secre- 
tary of the association, M. Auguste Couvreur, formerly vice-president 
of the Belgian House of Deputies, contains a history of the old asso- 
ciation and the plans of the new. The president of the association is 
Senator Montefiore Levi, and among the few foreign members are 
Professors Westlake of Cambridge and Wirth of Vienna. 

The contents of the first five numbers concern themselves chiefly 
with questions of social reform in the various European states ; al- 
though one whole number is devoted to the question of constitutional 
revision in Belgium. But the association has divided its proposed 
studies into five sections, and hopes in the future to pay attention to 
them all. These are (1) Corporative Legislation, (2) Criminology, 
(3) Education, (4) Hygiene and Public Assistance, (5) Political and 
Social Economy. The Revue also proposes to make a feature of the 
reviews of new books and of special bibliographies of selected topics. 
To Americans the publication will be interesting as containing much 
valuable information on the social condition and institutions of Belgium 
and the Netherlands, to which but scanty attention has hitherto been 
paid in the scientific publications of other countries. 

E. R. A. S. 



